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On report of the Committee, the paper read Nov. 4th, entitled, " On 
the Pedipalpes of North America, by Horatio C. Wood, M. D.," was 
ordered to be published in the Journal ; and, on report of the respec- 
tive Committees, the following papers were ordered to be published in 
the Proceedings : 

Synopsis of the Species of COLYMBETES inhabiting America, north of 

Mexico. 

BY JOHN L. LE CONTE, M. D. 

The number of known species of Colymbetes, with the elytra transversely 
striate (Cymatopterus Esch.) has been so increased within a few years that a 
synoptic table, expressing the differences between them, is now desirable ; 
for the purpose of avoiding the necessity of reference to scattered descriptions, 
I have completed the table by adding the characters of the species belonging 
to the other divisions of the genus. The measurements are in decimals of an inch. 

A. Elytra reticulate ; claws of hind tarsi not very unequal in size (except 

in sp. 8). 
a. Body convex, very finely reticulated ; anterior and middle tarsi of male 
very feebly dilated : Ilybius Er. 

§ Base of thorax broadly rounded. 

•£■5. Black, slightly bronzed, oval, not dilated at the middle, less obtuse 
behind ; elytra with the usual pale spots ; outer hind claw two-thirds as long 
as the inner one. Middle States . . . . l.ungularis Lee. 

•40 — -45. Black, slightly bronzed, oval, very slightly dilated at the middle, 
less obtuse behind ; elytra with the usual pale spots ; outer hind claw three- 
fourths as long as the inner one. Middle, Southern and Western States, and 
Canada. Dytiscus big. Germ. ; Colymbetes fenestralis || Say ; var. //. pleuriticus 
Lee 2. biguttulus Lee. 

•45. Black, slightly bronzed, oral, not dilated at the middle, scarcely less 
obtuse behind ; elytra with the usual pale spots ; the usual confused lines of 
punctures more distinct than in the two preceding species ; outer hind claw 
three-fourths as long as the inner one. Oregon and Russian America. 

3. quadrimaeulatus Aube". 

•46. Var. 1 Dark-bronzed color, a little more convex than No. 3, but with the 
lines of punctures on the elytra equally distinct ; the anterior spot is longer 
than in No. 3. Methy ; Robert Kennicott. 

•42. Brownish-black, slightly bronzed, oval, slightly dilated at the middle, 
not less obtuse behind ; thorax with the sides nearly straight ; elytra with 
the anterior pale spot very small, the hind one wanting ; lines of punctures 
visible only behind the middle. North Red River. 4. fraterculus Lee. 

•37 — "41. Black, slightly bronzed, oval, elongate, not dilated at the middle, 
somewhat less obtuse behind ; elytra with the usual pale spots, the hind one 
quite large ; lines of punctures visible only behind the middle. Nebraska. 
llybim laramaus Lee. . . . . . . 5. laramseus Lee. 

•36. Black, slightly bronzed, elongate oval, not dilated at the middle, less 
obtuse behind ; elytra with the. usual pale spots not visible ; confused lines 
of punctures quite distinct to the base. . . . 6. p i c i p e s Kirby. 

•36. Black, slightly bronzed, elongate oval, not dilated at the middle, not 
less obtuse behind ; elytra with the pale spots very distinct ; confused lines of 
punctures visible to the base ; surface less convex and more finely reticulated 
than inC. picipes 7. ignarus Lee. 

§§ Base of thorax bisinuate, hind angles prolonged, acute. 
•40. Elongate oval, less convex than usual, black, scarcely bronzed ; series 
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of elytral punctures distinct and regular, extending to the base ; onter hind 
claw less than one-half as long as the inner one. Dacotah. 8. sinuatus. 

b. Body slightly convex, elytra coarsely reticulated, anterior and middle 
tarsi strongly dilated : Meladema Lap. 

•63. Elongate oval, black, thorax nearly three times as wide as long, sides 
nearly parallel behind, rounded in front ; elytra a little wider than the thorax, 
and forming an angle with it. Lake Superior and Saskatchewan. Agabus 
ang. Lee. 9. angustus. 

B. Claws of hind tarsi very unequal. 

A. Anterior and middle tarsi with three joints strongly dilated, and furnished 
with small cups beneath ; 

a. Elytra with numerous impressed transverse lines, Cymatoptekus Esch. 

* Legs black : 

§ Sides of the thorax sinuous near the anterior angles, which are 
subacuminate. 
•75. Elongate, gradually narrowed at each end, but less obtusely behind, 
black, nearly opake ; head and thorax finely sculptured, lines of elytra fine 
and approximate ; front and base of antennae obscure red. Kadjak. 

10. obscuratus Mann. 

§§ Sides of thorax rounded ; anterior angles acute. 
•74. Elongate oval, very slightly dilated behind the middle, above piceous, 
shining ; sides of elytra, basal margin and suture anteriorly pale, transverse 
lines fine approximate ; thorax pale piceous, with a large transverse dark 
cloud, sculpture fine and dense, head dark brown, front base of antennae and 
two spots between the eyes pale ; beneath very black. Saskatchewan. 

11. seminiger Lee. 
• 64 — .70. Elongate oval, shining, elytra cinereous brown, sides and basal 
margin pale, transverse striae fine, but less dense than in the preceding ; 
thorax black, with the sides and an interrupted transverse band pale brown, 
sculpture dense ; head black, with two vertical spots, front labrum and base 
of antennae pale ; beneath very black. Lake Superior and Methy. 

12. longulus Lee. 

** Legs brown or pale piceous ; color above brown, shining, sometimes dark, 
sometimes pale ; thorax with a dark transverse cloud ; 

§ Sides of thorax broadly rounded, or nearly straight. 
•62. Elongate oval ;. thorax with sinuous rugosities, not connected together ; 
lines of elytra deep and distant ; legs very dark. San Diego, California 9 . 

13. strigosus Lee. 
•62. Elongate oval ; thorax with very deep, dense and anastomosing rugosi- 
ties ; lines of elytra deep and approximate ; legs pale. Methy 9 . 

14. exaratus Lee. 
•63. Elongate oval ; thorax with finer anastomosing rugosities, deeper in 9 
than $ ; lines of elytra deep, moderately approximate ; front and middle 
legs paler than hind legs. Middle States tf $. Col. triseriatus Kirby. 

15. sculptilis Harris. 
•64. Elongate oval, slightly dilated behind ; thorax with fine, somewhat 
anastomosing, but not very dense rugosities ; lines of elytra deep and approx- 
imate ; legs pale, thighs somewhat darker than the tibia). Oregon <j\ 

16. den s us Lee. 

■62. Elongate oval, slightly dilated behind ; thorax with fine and dense 

anastomosing rugosities ; lines of elytra very deep and approximate ; legs 
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pale brown (sides of thorax more rounded than inC. exaratus). Russian 

America <j? 17. dolabratus Payk. 

•56. Elongate oval ; thorax with extremely fine anastomosing rugosities, 
sides almost straight ; lines of elytra moderate ; legs pale brown, thighs 
slightly darker. Greenland c? $ . . . 18. groenlandicus Aube". 

§§ Sides of thorax strongly rounded, sinuate near the anterior angles, which 

are strongly acuminate. 

•60. Elongate oval ; thorax feebly punctured towards the base, with scarcely 

perceptible rugosities ; lines of elytra deep, moderately approximate ; legs pale 

brown, thighs darker. Greenland $?• • • 19. drewseni Lee* 

b. Elytra not striate transversely : Rantus Esch. 
Thorax pale, with two dark spots placed transversely : 
•47. Elongate oval, elytra irrorated with black and pale ; presternum and 
legs pale brown. Middle States and Canada. Col. maculicollis Aub6. 

20. binotatus Harris. 
•47. Elongate oval ; elytra irrorated with black and pale ; prosternum and 
hind legs black, or very dark brown. Oregon and Russian America. 

21. d i v i s u s Av.bt. 

•41. Elliptical, moderately convex; thorax pale yellow, with the front and 

hind margins broadly black; elytra irrorated with black and pale. Lake 

Superior, Canada, Hudson's Bay Territory, Oregon. . 22. a g i 1 i s Aube. 

B. Front and middle tarsi of male very slightly dilated : Colyhbetes Clairv. 

•50 — -53. Elliptical very slightly convex, above dark brown, shining ; sides 
of thorax paler ; elytra with a subbasal transverse line, three narrow vittse on 
each, and the lateral margin pale. Middle and Southern States. Dytiscus 
calidus Fabr. ; Col. tozniolis Say ; Hydaticus meridionalis Mels. 

23. calidus Aube. 



Note on the Species of BRACHINTJS inhabiting the United States. 
BY JOHN L. LE CONTE, M. D. 

All the species of Brachinus found within our Territory are very similar in 
color ; the head, thorax and legs are ferruginous, and the elytra are of a dark 
blue, blackish, or greenish-blue color ; the under surface of the trunk, and 
the 3d and following joints of the antennae, vary in color, according to species 
and individuals, being sometimes nearly black, sometimes of the same color 
as the head and thorax. The form and sculpture of the thorax differ very 
muoh in the various species, and it is upon the characters derived from that 
region of the body that I have relied principally in distinguishing the forms, 
which I consider as entitled to rank as species, in the table given below. 

It may be alleged that the synoptic phrases are too short to enable the so- 
called species to be recognized ; I can only say that as I have endeavored to 
express the essential differences between the forms that I have recognized, 
and as the forms, colors and sculpture, except as noted, are identical, any dila- 
tation of the phrases would be mere surplusage. 

I must also add that I consider the species of this genus very decidedly 
opinionative, and that I am only impelled to the publication of this note by 
the necessity of giving names to a certain number of recognized forms, and 
of placing as synonyms some which I formerly considered as distinot, but 
which increased collections have since shewn to be varieties. 

* I have dedicated this very curious species to Mr. Chr. Drewsen, the distinguishad entomologist 
of Copenhagen, by whom it was sent to me, with several specimens ofC. groenlandicus. 
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